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MAIL BAG 


Here are few the many letters THE STAR receives 
regularly from Hansen’s disease patients throughout the 
world. try comply with the requests all such 
letters. The letters this issue seem particularly appro- 
priate since are carrying report the World Health 
Organization’s recognition the ever-growing importance 
the problem Hansen’s disease. 


good number patients here are now Sulphetrone, while 
equally good number receive sulfone injections. The latter drug 
made Imperial Chemical Industries, and specially prepared 
emulsion suitable for subcutaneous injections twice weekly. 
Rarely does one get abscess. Moreover, brings about objective 
clinical improvement much more quickly, and regarded good 
as, not better than, any the other sulfone compounds. 

Khan Chong Foon 
Honorary Secretary 


Sungei Buloh Settlement 
Sungei, Buloh, Malaya 


Congratulations your STAR. The layout and printing 
newspapers are known me, for the invasion Java 
the Japanese worked the largest newspaper Batavia. 

Patients Lenteng Agoeng are jealous your leprosarium. 
have electric lights, and our water for drinking comes from 
wells, which the dry weather dry and have much trouble 
get water for bathing and drinking. 

patients are number, including children and about 
the same number women. Last year had one wedding, and 
this year have had three. “Love goes round and round,” even 
our leprosarium. 

have association established the patients. This 
government hospital, but does almost nothing for the welfare 
the patients, have take into our own hands. All the 
patients work, con amore, without salary. The association has sev- 
eral branches, school, theatrical company, library and sports 
union. 

Hasselt 


Lenteng Agoeng 
Passar Minggoe, Java, Indonesia 


Words are too short express the sense satisfaction 
derive from the well-known, esteemed, and the highly circularized 
periodical, THE STAR. 

There much hope for raising our standard health, but 
have remedy overcome the deficiency our socio-economic 
proposition and harness public support that they would not 
ostracize discriminate against us. have perception 
how can drive away the age-long prejudices, horrors and 
fears. not know how divert the public mind towards 
modern concepts, neither know how can get our 
due citizenship after the disease arrested. Would you mind send- 
ing the old issues THE STAR from 1941 1949 help 
meet the above-said deficiency. One dollar costs five Rupees today 
when becomes cheaper, shall certainly subscribe the 
years come. 

Ramanlal Naranji Desai 
Umarsadi Post, 

Pardi Dist., 

Surat, B.B. India 


tarium Wooroloo, West Australia. 

Some months ago the doctor charge (Dr. Elphick) gave 
STAR magazine read. found very interesting, encouraging, 
and helpful. 

This very small institution, there being two old men pa- 
tients apart from myself. years old. The disease very 
little known this southern part West Australia, and the doctors 
have opportunity for experience. are being treated Sul- 
phetrone—the drug highly spoken of—and would like hear 
results obtained from this and similar drugs being used Car- 
ville. are disadvantage with few patients and thus look 
larger leprosariums for our encouragement. 

must have contracted the germ India, from which country 
emigrated with parents three years ago. have been the 
quarantine block just over six months now. 

One reasons for writing you because that very 
interesting article which was published READER’S DIGEST 
during 1948, which has brought and all fellow-sufferers such 
great hope and comfort. look Carville the world’s leading 
leprosarium. 

Miss Clarke 


State Sanatorium Iso. 
Wooroloo, West Australia 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any Scientific necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 


THE STAR 


SCOUTING CARVILLE 
Ralph Wilson 


Recreation Supervisor and Scoutmaster, Troop 36, Boy Scouts America 


recent visitor this hospital was wondering 
where park his car when spotted uni- 
formed Boy Scout cheerily waving him along 
the right direction. Further down the road, another 
Scout appeared and directed him convenient 
parking spot. “Where the world did they come 
from?” asked surprise. 

The visitor was told that the Scouts belonged 
our local all-patient Boy Scouts America. Troop 
36, probably one the most unusual Scout troops 
anywhere. No. 36, with only boys, repre- 
sents three races. 

Organized William Beard, Baton Rouge, 
Assistant Scout Executive the Istrouma area 
council, and sponsored this hospital’s Ameri- 
can Legion Post 188, the troop was provided with 
uniforms through the generosity Legion Post 
156 Hammond, La. September, 1949, witnessed 
the reactivation Troop after had remained 
state partial inactivity for almost the past 
two years. Now one the most active pa- 
tient community organizations. 

Boy Scout Week was observed nationally this 
year from the sixth through the twelfth Febru- 
ary. the boys local Troop 36, offered 
opportunity review quickly the past year and 
then set our sights the goals before 
1950, keeping constantly mind the words our 
charter obligation promote, through organiza- 
tion and cooperation with other agencies, the 
ability boys things for themselves and 
others, train them Scoutcraft and teach 
them patriotism, courage, self-reliance, and kin- 
dred virtues, using the methods now common 
use Boy Scouts.” 

Most the actual guidance the troop done 
the boys themselves. divided into three pa- 
trols, the Apache, Panther and Wolf, each with its 
own patrol leader. Together with the senior pa- 
trol leader (who elected the entire troop) 
they make the Troop Leaders’ Council—or 
“Green Bar Council,” called because the 
green bars the boy leaders’ insignia. This coun- 
cil the very heart the patrol method 
operation. 

November the troop set out hiking trail 
the State Prison Farm, about eight miles the 
river from the hospital. Despite heavy downpour 
rain, full and enjoyable day was spent fire 
building, cooking and other achievement tests and 


Scoutmaster Ralph Wilson takes Troop hike. 


experiencing the countless exciting adventures re- 
lated Scouting and the great outdoors. 

After the hike came rapid succession events 
which enabled the boys learn more than they 
ever believed possible within such short period 
purify water for drinking purposes 
proper first aid for any how compass 
works and how set and take reading with one; 
how orient and howto read conventional 
map signs, including contour lines; how follow 
track made with natural trail signs; finding and 
identifying different kinds wild mammals, birds, 
reptiles and fish their natural surroundings. 

December came the culmination fun and 
hard work, our first Courtof Honor ceremony, 
which Scout executives from the Istrouma area 
council paid recognition seven members Troop 
for their achievement and rapid advancement. Six 
boys were awarded their Second Class badges and 
achievement cards, while one Senior Scout received 
his Star Scout award and merit badges home re- 
pairs and firemanship. The first great hurdle our 
reactivation program had been cleared successfully. 

Yes, 1949 has been good Scouting year. Many 
faithful “Friends Scouting” have made so. 
special word appreciation must given the 
local unit the American Legion Auxiliary which 
has come our aid time and time again. Other 
new friends have joined us, new service projects 
have been launched, and still the unfilled needs 
are great. 

Plans for 1950 include the staging gigantic 
Boy Scout Circus sometime April, order 
demonstrate some the skills learned during the 
advancement process. Permission being sought 
for the troop spend two weeks camp soon 


THE STAR 


» 
§ | 
| 
| 
3 
} 
| 


school out this summer, and toward that end 
will directed most the activities during the 
next few months. 

There great deal enthusiasm over the 
prospect having our own meeting room some- 
time the near future instead using the school 
room. One the quonset huts now being erected 
ear-marked for that purpose, and the boys are 
busily engaged collecting and preparing appro- 
priate furnishings for the room. 

Our pattern for the future has been set “Get 
the Facts, Set the Objective, Plan and Follow the 
Plan.” welcome 1950 the 40th anniversary 
the Boy Scouts America with our crusade 
“Strengthen the Arm Liberty.” 


CULION 
SCOUTS 
CELEBRATE 


The Boy and Girl Scouts Culion staged 
big parade and program celebration United 
Nations Day October last. Six troops 
Scouts participated the program, Troop of- 
fering Indian War Dance under the direction 
Field Scout Commissioner, Paano, which 
brought down the house. 

Again November Church and World Bro- 
therhood Day, Court Honor was held with 
speeches prominent officials, presentation 


badges and recommitment Scouts the Scout 
Oath and Law. 


When sending checks money orders for subscription kindly make 
them payable THE STAR avoid difficulty cashing them. 


CONTROVERSY 
BRITAIN OVER H.D. 


proposal open first nationalized 
leprosarium converting for that purpose part 
already established isolation hospital for in- 
fectious diseases, near the country town Rei- 
gate, Surrey, England, has aroused storm pro- 
test from nearby residents, according the News 
the World, Nov. 13, 1949. The beighors object 
because too close their homes where there 
are children. They claim have had unsatisfactory 
official replies their queries the danger 
infection, and the Ministry Health kept 
plans secret without consulting the local council 
residents. 

The fears and opposition the local populace 
doubt stem part from the sensational pub- 
licity the British press few months ago, 
which THE STAR called attention (June 1949). 
that time leprosy patients Britain were reported 
more numerous “now than the Middle Ages” 
and “traveling buses, trains aud subways endan- 
gering thousands.” The Ministry Health has 
tried reassure Reigate citizens, saying that the 
disease has very low but appar- 
ently Reigate does not believe the Ministry’s state- 
ment, the face the earlier false and odious 
propaganda. 

the number Hansen cases Britain, 
the Sunday Empire News, Oct. 1949, says there 
are over two hundred, while the Ministry Health 
reported replying question the House 
Commons that there are only twenty-nine. 
Twelve are the only institution for such cases, 
St. Giles Home, run Church England nuns, 
Essex. Other cases are being treated confi- 
dentially. 

England has segregation Hansen’s 
disease not notifiable. would pity now 
introduce such restrictions after segregation has 
been shown failure the management 
leprosy wherever has been tried. England not 
endemic for Hansen’s disease. has shown 
tendency whatsoever spread there. The cases 
now England did not originate there. Some 
them are Orientals, while others probably con- 
tracted the disease military, civil missionary 
service the Far East. 


NOTICE 

THE STAR’s telephone number Carville 1502. 
can reached Monday through Friday from 8:30 A.M. 
2:30 P.M. and Saturday until noon. After these hours 
and Sunday can reached Carville 1511. 
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HANSEN’S HUBBUB HALTED 


PREDICATES PROGRESS 


Dr. Norman Sloan, for ten years medical di- 
rector Hawaii’s renowned Hansen’s disease 
settlement, Kalaupapa, Molokai, has resigned 
because “the organization not big enough for 
both us.” 

this manner, Dr. Sloan expressed his feeling 
regarding Mr. Lawrence Judd, former Gover- 
nor Hawaii, now filling the post provisional 
director territorial hospitals and settlements. 

The territorial board health February 
third accepted Dr. Sloan’s resignation “with regret.” 
His resignation will become effective “sometime 
between March thirty-first and July eleventh.” 
Mr. Judd will remain director provisional 
basis. such, serves administrator both 
Kalaupapa and Hale Mohalu. 

Dr. Edwin Chung-Hoon will continue part 
time Chief Medical Services whose duty that 
advisor the director. would consider 
full time position. Dr. Grace Hedgecock will 
come Honolulu from Kalaupapa February 
assume the position medical director Hale 
Mohalu, which heretofore has had such officer. 
This the new Hansen’s disease institution 
which future patients will hospitalized, instead 
being sent the remote island settlement 
Kalaupapa and which Kalaupapa patients, 
request, can transferred. 

Dr. Charles Wilbar, Jr., President, said the 
board health would continue look for me- 
dical doctor take over the post director. 

has been stated that “co-authority adminis- 
trative and medical lines” was what had caused all 
the friction the past. Dr. Wilbar asserted, “There 
has one chain authority.” 

Evidently the clash opinions between Mr. Judd 
and Dr. Sloan existed while Mr. Judd was resident 
superintendent Kalaupapa, and continued after 
moved his headquarters Honolulu. These 
differences, however, did not break into newspaper 
head lines until fire brand Robert Ruark, with his 
customary frankness, wrote his syndicated 
column (January 13, 1950) account his visits 
Kalaupapa and Hale Mohalu. Ruark declared: 


Dr. Sloan still strict advocate complete seg3 
regation all sufferers from Hansen’s disease... 
His sternness discernible Kalaupapa, where 
some patients still cover their faces when visitor 
passes, and any mingling with the afflicted 
strictly discouraged. The place still bears the stamp 
the old concept shutting the sufferers com- 


pletely away from civilization. this respect 
has been bucked Lawrence Judd... Mr. Judd 
has long worked actively for the rehabilitation 
patients. Together with Dr. Edwin Chung-Hoon 
has fought lengthy battle eliminate the old 
near-criminal concept the disease. Mr. Judd and 
Dr. Chung-Hoon have finally moved their charges 
into cheerful hospital near Pearl Harbor where 
the gates are open... When entered, Mr. Judd 
was indulging spirited bout barbershop 
harmony with cluster patients who 
ing the strings off flock guitars and ukuleles... 
where the feeling doom that one encounters 
Kalaupapa. 

The Ruark column raised such mighty storm 
Kalaupapa that THE STAR received cable- 
gram with “demand” from the patients and staff 
that Mr. Ruark’s column not reprinted our 
magazine. 


While understand some the Kalaupapa 
patients and staff thought Mr. Ruark’s column 
“tends discredit wonderful doctor,” THE 
STAR could not accede that word “demand.” 
have not space print the entire Ruark 
column, but feel his opinion the differences 
between Kalaupapa and Mohalu real 
news. 

majority the Kalaupapa patients further 
defended Dr. Sloan meeting before body 
visiting territorial legislators. Patient spokesmen 
admitted Mr. Judd had the interest the patients 
heart, but came choice between the two 
men, they preferred Sloan. seemed that back 
the patients’ attitude was fear that Kalaupapa might 
closed and they forced Hale Mohalu. 
Legislators assured them this would not the 
case. 


Dr. Harry Arnold, Jr., President Honolulu 
County Medical Society, refuted Mr. Ruark’s col- 
umn letter the Honolulu Advertiser. Dr. 
Arnold wrote that the picture Mr. Ruark painted 
Dr. Sloan “was completely false,” and that 
had been entirely misinformed. 

letter the Advertiser Ruark’s rebuttal 
“My authority for Dr. Sloan’s views was 
Dr. Sloan himself. was told nothing about either 
place beforehand anybody. anything, under- 
played statements. repeated pro- 
cess Hale Mohalu. wrote precisely what saw 
and what was told, more, less. Kalaupapa 


(Continued page column 
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STATEHOOD FOR 


ANOTHER BOND WITH KALAUPAPA 


EDITOR’S NOTE:- since THE STAR sparked the communication line Kalaupapa, our brother the Territory Hawaii, comparable 
only with family tie has been steadily growing. This bond was further strengthened the visit our Dr. Johansen Hawaii November. Dr. Johansen 


spent two weeks the Islands the invitation the Territorial Board Health and took greetings from the Carville patients the Kalaupapa patients and 
the patients Hale Mohalu, the Territory’s new institution for treating Hansen’s disease. 


this writing the swelling ranks STAR subscribers the Territory number the hundreds. Every member the Territorial legislature receives THE 
STAR each month. Governor Stainback Hawaii quoted from THE STAR when discussed the statute outlawing the words and 


Territory. 


view this warm and spirited blending interest, fitting that pause and reflect moment Statehood for Hawaii, issue very near the folk 
Kalaupapa and Hale Mohalu and their close friends, many whom are also ours. 


For background data, are indebted Mr. George whom the people here Carville remember pleasantly for his highly informative and 
interesting talk Hawaii, illustrated kodachrome slides, given our theatre last summer. 


The legislation that will give statehood the 
Territory Hawaii, now pending before the 
Congress the United States, has received wide 
and vocal support Hawaii itself, within the 
Administration Washington and among local 
community leaders the States. The President 
his messages the 80th and 81st Congress recom- 
mended the admission Hawaii the 49th State. 
Outstanding persons cities and towns across the 
country are expending considerable time and ef- 
fort telling the American people the story 
Hawaii. Louisiana, the Statehood for Hawaii 
campaign spearheaded George Lehleitner. 
has enlisted the enthusiastic assistance such or- 
ganizations the New Orleans Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club. 


1897, Hawaii, then independent republic, 
voluntarily offered itself for annexation the 
United States. resolutions the Congresses 
the United States and Hawaii, the island republic 
became part the United States year later. 


the popular mind, Hawaii may haven 
for tourists, vacation paradise with waving palms 
and quivering hula dancers. Actually, Hawaii 
forward moving territory that keeps abreast 
progress education, health and commerce—to 
mention just few its activities. 

The eight principal islands comprising the 
Hawaiian group have area 6,438 square miles 
—about the size Connecticut and Rhode Island 
together. Hawaii’s population approximately 
540,000, one half residing the city Honolulu. 
Today, Honolulu less than eight hours flight 
from California. 


Compulsory education for children six years 
age and older prevailed Hawaii early 1835. 
Currently, educational administration completely 
centralized and coordinated single Territorial 
Board Education composed specialists the 


George Lehleitner, New Orleans business man, and Mrs. Lehleitner 
pictured the Club Lounge while visiting this hospital. Mr. Lehleitner 
one the foremost proponents for His interest 
Hawaii originated when was stationed there naval officer during 


World War 

Since his visit this hospital, about which says, believe 
quired more general information Hansen’s disease and the social prob- 
lems attendant thereto than had picked previous Mr. 
Lehleitner has become active supporter our program. 
has entered many subscriptions THE STAR for public libraries and 
schools. 

different pedagogical sectors. The Board has juris- 
diction over all the schools the Territory. Thus 
the same quality leadership, the same controls 
and standards apply the remote areas 
metropolitan Honolulu. Although the profession- 
requirements are high, there are enough teachers 
staff the classrooms. 

Hawaii has always been keenly alert the value 
sound public health procedure. Rigidly enforced 
quarantine regulations have kept rabies off the 
islands. The incidence venereal diseases below 
that the mainland. Hawaii’s children, before 
they are admitted school, must inoculated 
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against smallpox, typhoid, paratyphoid and dipthe- 
ria. 

The Hawaiians are primarily agricultural 
people. Hawaii produces annually twice the sugar 
output Louisiana and Florida combined, per 
cent the world’s pineapples, and six and one 
half million pounds coffee. 

The general standard living high Hawaii. 
Its half million people paid into the Treasury 
$108,000,000 1948. $216 per capita. During 
1947, when families the States spent retail 
annual average $2,955, the Hawaiian family 
was making retail purchases $4,059. And, may 
noted that the hourly wage field workers 
excess 

Hawaii put the cream her young men the 
disposal Uncle Sam both World Wars. The 
gallant record the 100th Infantry Battalion 
the Battle for Europe military legend. This out- 
fit, normally composed 1,400 men, won 1,200 
purple hearts. 

Statehood for the Territory Hawaii means 
that its residents will have voting representation 
the Federal Government which they pay 
taxes. When Hawaii State, its people will 
the polls and vote the national elections. 
They will have the same privileges democratic 
living that are enjoyed residents the States. 
Most the obligations they seem have already! 


HANSEN’S HUBBUB... (Continued from page 


struck archaic Hale Mohalu struck 
progressive.” 

When Hale Mohalu patients aired their views 
public hearing “they spared punches.” Their 
feelings toward Dr. Sloan were altogether different 
from those expressed patients Kalaupapa. 
One Hale Mohalu patient said, “The only reason 
patients Kalaupapa want Dr. Sloan stay 
because believes segregation and they think 
that result will preserve the settlement.” 
Other speakers commented they “had left their 
cars and houses Kalaupapa come Hale 
Mohalu just get away from Dr. Sloan, don’t 
bring him down here now.” compromise plan 
proposed, but dropped, was that Dr. Sloan should 
have medical supervision both Kalaupapa and 


Hale Mohalu.) 

Territorial legislators concerned with hospitals 
and medical service Hawaii have announced 
they would back the territorial board health 
any action might take the Norman Sloan— 
Lawrence Judd dispute. 


THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


Future pharmacists, dentists and physicians, 
well present professors and others who may at- 
tend the exhibit the Union the Univer- 
sity Illinois Professional Colleges held 
Chicago March April will see among the 
many displays pictorial story the Carville 
Hospital, showing the various activities, both medi- 
cal and social. The pictures displayed will the 
original water colors. tempera paintings and pen- 
and-ink sketches done here Howard Baer and 
Frede Vidar for Abbott Laboratories June, 1947, 
and reproduced Abbott’s NEW, No- 
vember 1948, and the Christmas 1948 issue 
THE STAR. 

How did Carville get into the important Illini 
Union exhibit? was through Mr. Lawrence 
Hirsch, chairman the committee. Mr. Hirsch, 
who regular reader THE STAR, wrote 
almost year ago, requesting the loan photo- 
graphs activities and facilities showing the nor- 
malcy life this hospital. His request was re- 
ferred the Public Heath Service. 

Again THE STAR has acted the catalytic 
agent. 


When Mrs. Charles Gilbert Norwich, 
Conn., made her official visit this hospital while 
she was national president the American Legion 
Auxiliary (1945-1946), she was impressed 
what she saw and heard that she recognized our 
very real need for wider informational program 
Hansen’s disease. Ever since she has done her 
part telling her friends and her many contacts 
the truth about Hansen’s disease, including, 
course, her own family. was surprise re- 
cently receive request from Mrs. Gilbert’s son, 
Schuyler, astudent the University Connecticut, 
for copies THE STAR and specific information 
with which prepare talk for one his classes. 

Young Mr. talk was provocative and 
instructive that instead the ten minutes allotted, 
the class gave him fifteen minutes, and lively dis- 
cussion followed. 


medical social worker has been assigned for 
duty this hospital the Public Health Serv- 
ice. She expected report here February 23. 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 
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HELP FOR H.D. PATIENTS 


The author this article, now patient here and member THE STAR staff, knows his Burma.Having spent years 
missionary Lower Burma speaks authoritatively well Ed. 


Significant the awakened interest the 
chemotherapy Hansen’s disease the appoint- 
ment Dr. Richard Buker American Lep- 
rosy Missions Inc. the McKean Leprosy Colony 
with some four hundred patients Chiengmai 
the northern tip Thailand (Siam) not far from 
the point where Indo-China, Burma and Siam 
touch each other. Dr. Buker visited Carville brief- 
early January before sailing Bangkok and 
his new work check recent progress 
the use the sulfones. spent some time 
here getting acquainted with sulfone therapy soon 
after its introduction 1941. 

Dr. Richard Buker one the 
who went Burma missionaries the Baptist 
Church the late twenties, work along med- 
ical lines while his brother Raymond carried 
spiritual ministry. Both them worked the Shan 
States far northeastern Burma for twelve years 
America, Raymond becoming eventually the gen- 
eral secretary the Conservative Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society. 

During his years the Shan States Dr. Richard 
started leprosy colony Kengtung, city the 
Burma Road near the China border. first there 
was considerable opposition from another lep- 
rosarium the same town, run religious or- 
der, and Dr. Buker had difficulty securing Gov- 
ernment aid. Soon, however, the number his 
patients grew until they far outstripped those 
the other institution, and his grant-in-aid climbed 
from one hundred ten thousand rupees. The 
chief reason for the difference was that while the 
other leprosarium maintained strict segregation 
which caused large proportion their patients 
abscond, permitted his patients visit the 
local market home they chose, with one 
requirement only, that they inform 
they departed. believed that they grew better 
faster under such freedom. 

Recently Dr. Buker earned his doctorate 
public health Harvard Medical School, offering 
his thesis discussion the treatment Han- 
sen’s disease the Shan States Burma. The dis- 
sertation was based his own experience there 
and survey conducted the four north- 
ern tribal areas Burma—Kachin, Kaw, Lahu 
and Shan—where discovered wide variation 


incidence the disease among the differ- 
ent groups. 

The asylum which Dr. Buker now goes was 
established 1907 Dr. McKean, famous 
for his work among leprosy patients the Orient, 
who died year ago California. was mis- 
sionary the Presbyterian Church (American), 
and established his Chiengmai institution 
acre plantation where many chaulmoogra trees 
grew, the oil from which was used the treatment 
the disease. continued working there until 
1932 when retired, his son Hugh taking over 
the management the leprosarium with the aid 
Siamese assistants whom Dr. 
trained. Hugh barely escaped capture the hand 
the invading Japanese fleeing Kengtung 
and down through Burma India, where 
died from the effects that trip. 

The institution, however, did not come 
end. One its trained assistants stuck through 
the whole difficult war period, with the result that 
still going concern. Scattered throughout the 
districts about are many smaller colonies contain- 
ing possibly many one thousand patients, all 
whom will under Dr. Buker’s general super- 
vision. Eventually hopes restore contact also 
with Kengtung and scattered groups the Shan 
States, where the patients would number several 
hundred more. course, cannot give personal 
attention many two thousand cases 
more, except through assistants whom will train 
and who will report back him regularly. Nev- 
ertheless the opportunitty for extensive research 
and experimentation unlimited. 

Sulphetrone, the British Burroughs Wellcome 
product, will the basis for Dr. Buker’s treat- 
ments. Recent experiments with intravenous in- 
jections that drug have been found most effec- 
tive, and other favorable features reports 
sulphetrone therapy have inclined him this 
decision. 

supporting Dr. Buker among Hansen pa- 
tients Thailand and surrounding 
American Leprosy Missions are making signi- 
ficant addition their already widespread service 
the eradication that disease from the Orient. 
They are congratulated their broad in- 
terest and vision, and especially securing Dr. 
Buker, eminently fitted for such ahuge task. 


THE STAR 


\ 

- 
‘ 

o 

| 

| 

} 


W.H.O. RECOGNIZES HANSEN’S DISEASE PROBLEM 


The Second Assembly the World Health Or- 
ganization, held Rome last June, gave recogni- 
tion plenary session the Hansen’s disease 
problem adopting four points 
proposal submitted the delegation the Gov- 
ernment India. 

The four points adopted were: 

That expert committee with the max- 
imum number nine established, and that 
provision made for meeting this committee 
1950; 

provision made for the exchange 
during 1950 four selected leprosy workers from 
among existing leprosy institutes different coun- 
tries 

That provision made for making avail- 
able three experts for average period eight 
months each case, countries requiring guid- 
ance the development anti-leprosy work; 

provision made for the supply 
sulfones and other new leprosy drugs for control 
trials selected leprosy workers under conditions 
laid down the expert committee. 

The International Journal Leprosy, its cur- 
rent issue, under “News and Notes,” carries re- 
port the discussion Hansen’s disease before 
the program committee this Assembly, prepared 
Dr. Chaussinand France, observer 
representing the International Leprosy Association. 
The information these columns was taken from 
Dr. Chaussinand’s report which was not available 
previous its appearence The Interna- 
tonal Jounal Leprosy. 

Dr. Van Zile Hyde, office International 
Health Relations, United States Public Health 
Service, was chairman the committee. 

The original Indian plan included proposal 
for world center for leprosy research. was re- 
tained for discussion later date (perhaps some 
future Assembly). 

Also proposed the original plan, but not 
adopted, was that leprosy included the WHO 
Fellowship Program. Dr. Kaul, Secretariat, thought 
that under point (1), leprosy would automatically 
included the WHO fellowship program. 
was originally proposed that provision made 
for the “free” supply sulfones and other new 
drugs for control trials, but the word “free” was 


deleted. 
DISCUSSION 
Dr. Chaussinand said that the total number 


cases leprosy the world estimated about 
5,000,000. But the number probably more than 
six million individuals distributed chiefly tropi- 
cal and subtropical zones. With the help mod- 
ern potential therapeutic resources leprosy should 
become rare disease the next twenty years 
provided enlightened and well organized anti- 
leprosy campaign could operation. Lep- 
rosy was practically non-contagious its initial 
stages, and treated then could least “whit- 
ened” (arrested) after two years treatment. Leprosy 
was moreover disease which was not easily trans- 
mitted. escape infection was generally 
enough avoid intimate and prolonged contact 
with infected persons. 

Too stringent legislation against leprosy would, 
however, encourage sufferers avoid detection. 
Leprosy control was problem which merited the 
particular attention WHO. Finally, the Inter- 
national Leprosy Association was entirely the 
disposal WHO for the implementation any 
program for control. 

Prof. Dujarric Riviere (France) said the 
stage seemed now have been reached where 
the disease could mastered through the ad- 
vances made chemotherapy and especially 
work sulfones. stressed further laboratory 
researches which would lead more definite 
knowledge chemotherapy. 

Dr. Dowling Australia said there had been 
considerable increase the incidence leprosy 
Asia and particularly among the aboriginal 
population tropical Australia. 

Dr. Rodhain Belgium said that world 
centre for research leprosy were established too 
quickly the smaller national bodies working 
that field might feel discouraged. 

Dr. Gear (Union South Africa) thought 
might better the leprosy program were car- 
ried out regional offices (in particular that 
southeast Asia) rather than WHO itself. 

Dr. Cochrane India said the subject 
leprosy had assumed position importance 
scientific medicine within the last twenty-five 
years and governments had shown 
concern for adequate scientific approach the 
problem. result World War might be- 
come increasing problem both the United 
States and United Kingdom. Africa had some 
900,000 cases, Europe 21,000, the Americas 100,000 
and the islands the South Pacific 10,000. The 
greatest number cases, however. was 
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found the Far East, particularly China and 
India. India’s concern the problem was in- 
creased the fact that possible per cent 
the leprosy patient population was 
found within the confines that dominion. The 
success the fight against leprosy was dependent 
the co-operation the administrator, the re- 
search worker the basic sciences pathology, 
bacteriology and bio-chemistry, and the epidem- 
iologist, all working alongside the leprologist. 

Referring the establishment the world cen- 
tre for research leprosy, doubted whether 
the time was opportune for the establishment 
such centre, but if, result the present re- 
solution, increased aid became available for na- 
tional research institutions countries where lep- 
rosy was endemic, would source great 
encouragement. stressed that valuable work 
the field epidemiology had been carried out 
the Philippines the Leonard Wood Memorial 
and that, though Indian workers had done much 
the same field, assistance from expert epidemi- 
ologists was greatly needed. 

The subject rehabilitation and social welfare 
had rightly received attention during the last two 
years. The South American countries, well 
India, had shown considerable initiative explor- 
ing the social implications leprosy and both 
countries had produced leaders the field so- 
cial welfare. Even certain cure were found for 
leprosy, the problems rehabilitation, occupa- 
tional therapy and relief deformity would 
remain. 


The only sure way unraveling many the 
questions which were still controversial was for 
experienced workers one country visit those 
another country, that friendly association 
and through private conversation differences 
opinion could straightened out. 


acknowledged pioneer workers the United 
States and later South America who had led the 
way the new sultone therapy. However, its use 
would little avail unless the following condi- 
tions were satisfied should inexpensive, non- 
toxic and easy administer. Research work 
India, Malaya and North Africa showed that those 
conditions could fulfilled with regard sul- 
fone therapy. 


Finally, the resolution were accepted would 
herald the opening new era leprosy pro- 
ductive good any the past and would has- 
ten the day when leprosy would yet another 
scourge mankind which co-operative human 
effort had conquered. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: interesting recall that the League or- 
ganized committee experts undertake study Hansen’s disease the 
world. W.H.O., part the United Nations, has now given recognition 
this, one the most shamefully neglected all international health 
This certainly should not the case, now that have drugs that can and 
arrest the disease. But, even today, the 5,000,000 more cases the world, 
has been said authoritatively that less than two per cent are under treatment. 
The highest figure ever given per cent, but that open serious 

many countries governments ignore neglect the Hansen’s disease problem 
and leave the care such patients either entirely large part missionaries. 
many such countries the limited supply the new miracle drugs use has 
been furnished missionary organizations associations dependent for their sup- 
port public contributions. This same situation exists with regard the ridic- 
ulously small amount research being carried on, even our U.S.A. 

For some reason so-called leprosy the last disease many governments 
cern themselves with. Perhaps this condition exists reason the hopelessness 
recovery connected until the last few years with this illness, and the 
social stigma attached it. This was unpardonable negligence even 
chaulmoogra-oil age; but now the chemotherapy era inexcusable. 

note interest chemotherapy (Point 4). Chemotherapy has 
already demonstrated its value Hansen’s disease, but the International 
Leprosy Association, meeting Havana 1948, stressed, requires further 
investigation chemotherapeutic agents and What investigation 
going other than that being done the commercial pharmaceutical firms? 
W.H.O.’s plan has familiar ring. 1947 the Leonard Memorial 
(the American Leprosy Foundation) called meeting consultant chemotherapists. 
result this meeting, Dr. Windsor Wade, President the Interna- 
tional Leprosy Association and that time Medical Director the L.W.M. stated: 

“There was general approval two plans. One, establish cooperative 
scheme with selected workers various countries, under central coordinating 
committee, wherby the new drugs now use might evaluated 
uniform methods procedure and recording; another, establish, connect- 
ion with some suitable leprosy institution, testing unit with special personnel 
make preliminary tests new drugs which appear promise, but which 
have not yet been used the treatment 

More than two years have passed; but far know, neither plan “‘gen- 
erally approved”’ has been translated into action. hoped that W.H.O.’s 
committee meeting 1950 will lead out conferences into 

“Myself when young did eagerly frequent 
Doctor and Saint, and heard great argument 
About and about: but evermore 

Came out the same door 


(Rubaiyat-Omar Khayyam) 
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JAPANESE DOCTOR’S CLAIM 
Unconfirmed U.S. Scientists 


INS news story telegraphed from Tokyo (Dec. 24, and widely cir- 
culated the press the world stated, ‘great discovery’ the battle against 


leprosy was announced today Tokyo.’ 

Brigadier General Crawford Sams, head General McArthur’s public 
health section, stated that Dr. Keizo Nakamura already engaged research 
directed toward conquering the disease, now that its bacteria have been isolated. 

Dr. Nakamura said busy now, visiting other laboratories demonstrate 
how grow successfully the culture which discovered February 1948, 
after years intensive research the problem. 

Gen. Sams said Nakamura two years ago hit upon formula for growing 
the culture medium prepared from the salivary glands oxen. 

Samples the resulting product were sent the University California’s 
Medical School and verified the true leprosy bacillus. 

-To indicate the importance Nakamura’s work, Sams pointed out there are 
9,000 reported leprosy cases Japan. 


The bacillus recognized the causative agent 
Hansen’s disease was isolated 1874 Armaur 
Hansen, and not recently the INS story implied. 
Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds 
attempts have been made grow artificial 
media but date none these has successfully 
met the requirements for proof. All attempted in- 
oculations animals have been unsuccessful the 
same extent. 

authoritative source THE STAR has been 
informed that the INS report “that samples sent 
the California’s Medical School were verified 
contain the true leprosy bacillus,” obviously 
erroneous information. Dr. Charles Carpenter and 
his group the California were not able 
confirm Nakamura. Dr. Malcolm Soule, Uni- 
versity Michigan, also was unable confirm 
Dr. Nakamura’s formula for growing the bacillus. 

The first announcement Dr. Nakamura’s 
claim was reported Oct. and com- 
mented upon detail THE STAR (Nov. 
Later Dr. Nakamura himself sent THE STAR 
description his technique the Hansen’s dis- 
ease bacilli culture. gave this our hospital 
laboratory where investigation has not gone be- 
yond preliminary stages. 

From the Leonard Wood Memorial research 
laboratory Harvard, John Hanks, Ph. D., 
the Memorial’s pathologist wrote, “Although 
are present checking two other claims 
cultivation the leprosy bacilli, had not in- 
tended any work confirm Nakamura.” 

far know, Dr. Nakamura’s claim has 
not been reported medical literature. Doctors 
are not inclined put much faith medical re- 
search claims until they are reported fully au- 


THE 


thoritative medical literature. the case claims 
successful cultivation the leprosy bacilli, sev- 
eral have appeared medical literature only 
retracted later. 

Cultivation the leprosy germ outside the hu- 
man host would major importance. would 
more than likely furnish the key the mode 
transmission the disease. (That’s the $64 ques- 
tion.) would also give culture for study the 
laboratory from the standpoint chemical treat- 
ment and immunity, and also provide materially 
for attempting devise skin test for diagnosis, 
particularly the very early stages the disease. 


THAT THE QUESTION 


Why does THE STAR promote the use the term Han- 
sen’s disease and continue use the word leprosy its 
columns? That the question asked Eugene Wilson 
Atlanta, Ga. doubt some our other readers have 
had this same question mind. Mr. Wilson comments, 
thorough sympathy with use the term Hansen’s 
disease but appears THE STAR does not follow its 
program through. For instance, there the back page 
the June issue block containing ‘Education for the Gen- 
eral Public’; the last two lines this informative block are: 
‘Sth International Leprosy Congress, Havana, Cuba, April, 
1949.’ Now, seems that you were advise such 
associations call themselves something like ‘Sth Inter- 
national Hansen’s Disease Congress’ you would 
ing your campaign still more.” 

not only advised the 5th International Congress 
patients’ feelings and preference for name but 
importuned the Congress take action this matter. 
The pros and cons were presented Perry Burgess and 
committee was selected consider it. The following reso- 
lution was adopted: 


the use the term ‘leper’ designation the patient with lep- 
rosy abandoned and the person suffering from the disease designated 
rosy patient.’ 

the use any term, whatever language, which designated 
‘person suffering from leprosy’ and which unpleasant associations are attached, 
should discouraged. However, the use the name ‘leprosy’ should retained 
the scientific designation for the disease. Active steps should taken explain 
fully the general public its real nature. 

the regional popular use any less specific terms, 
tution for the scientific name ‘leprosy,’ enables the general public understand 
more fully and clearly the advances that have been made the understanding, 
diagnosis and treatment the disease, such terms may used, suitable op- 
portunity offers; but would unwise adopt such terms conceal the true 
nature the disease. 

the Congress take appropriate action order have these con- 
clusions communicated the scientific journals and the 

view the THE STAR must times necessarily use 
the word its colums. For instance this issue, was unavoidable 
reporting W.H.O. (page 8). 
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NATIONAL AUXILIARY LEADERS VISIT CARVILLE 


Group Auxiliary members present when Mrs. Sheehe visited 

The presence thirty-six veterans this hos- 
pital (twelve WWI, nineteen WWII, two Spanish 
American and three peace time) frequently attracts 
leaders various veterans’ organizations Car- 
ville for visits. For some years now have had 
visit from each new president the American 
Legion Auxiliary and recent years two national 
commanders the Disabled American Veterans 
Auxiliary have visited us. These two Auxiliaries have 
carried out the true meaning the word “auxil- 
iary” the splendid aid they have rendered patients 
this hospital through the years. Mrs. Norman 
Sheehe, Rockford, National President the 
American Legion Auxiliary, who was here Jan. 12, 
and Mrs. Henrietta Mills, Los Angeles, Calif., 
National Commander the Disabled American 
Veterans Auxiliary, who visited Feb. both 
have their hearts hospital work. 

Mrs. Sheehe the first national president the 
American Legion Auxiliary have visited prior 
her elevation that office and was good 
renew friendships this recent visit. Her warmth 
personality completely sincere stemming from 
genuine interest people and desire help 
with their problems. 

talk before the patient body the theatre 
Mrs. Sheehe said, cannot begin tell you how 
much have looked foward returning Carville 
for another visit. glad able tell the 
members this local unit the pride have your 
work. You are favorite unit despite the fact 
that allegiance should own. thought 
you the first night that assumed office and 
wished could have talked with you. Instead 
wrote thoughts you first letter 
national president. 

like think the Auxiliary the silent 
partner the Legion. are greatly concerned 
about the recommendations the Hoover econo- 
commission. the measures pertaining our 


veterans’ hospitals were adopted would mean 
the end vast amount the Auxiliary’s hos- 
pital work built through thirty-one years 
hard work.” 

Dr. Johansen, our medical officer charge, 
welcomed Mrs. Sheehe and her official party which 
included Miss Jeanette Houston, Indianapolis, Ind., 
the Mrs. Jack Gardner, Shre- 
veport, national executive Mrs. 
Adrian Buzby, Shreveport, 
man for public information Carville and Mrs. 
McCormick, Destrehan, Carville hospital 
chairman for the department Louisiana. Attend- 
ing were groups Auxiliary members from New 
Orleans, Zachary, Ponchatoula, Covington and 
Springfield. The Covington ladies brought camel- 
lias for the guests. 

Aline Stribbling, President the local Auxiliary 
Unit, presented Mrs. Sheehe with asouvenir album 
containing pictorial story Carville. 

Mrs. George Parker, Department Commander, 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary New Or- 
leans and party the Crescent 
City accompanied Mrs. Henrietta Mills, their Na- 
tional Commander. her Carville trip. Navy 
bus transported the large party guests 
city. Dr. Johansen greeted the visitors and Tom 
Rickman, Director Community Activities, es- 
corted the party tour the hospital. 

the Club Lounge veterans and other patients 
had gathered meet Mrs. Mills. She was intro- 
duced Mrs. Parker. Mrs. Mills said, “Fora great 
many years our DAV Auxiliary has been interested 
you and your hospital. Through our National 


National Commander DAV Auxiliary and her 
official party 


Hospital Chairman, Mrs. Florence Green Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., have learned about you. Her 
enthusiasm for you catching and have caught 
her spirit. This visit Carville was the high spot 
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have looked forward ever since assuming the 
office National Commander. going try 
get big time entertainers interested Carville. 
will this through our theatrical paper. say 
‘our’ for the theatre myself. succeed 
the entertainment will the name the DAV 
Auxiliary and fail will not because 
lack effort part.” 

Later asked Mrs. Mills about her stage ex- 
perience. She played her first role stock the 
age four. fourteen she married and she and 
her husband toured with stock company until 
entered the service 1917. returned acom- 
pletely disabled veteran and later she opened 
dramatic school Los Angeles. 

Mrs. Mills her sincere gracious manner said 
she was going see Frances Langford when she 
returned Los Angeles. While Frances has done 
outstanding job entertaining hospitals, Mrs. 
Mills intends tell her the job won’t com- 
pleted until she entertains the patients this hos- 
pital. “You know theatrical people are big hearted. 


I’m sure the only reason they haven’t included 
Carville their itinerary that hasn’t been 
brought their attention. This plan do,” 
said Mrs. Mills. 


Mrs. Mills was presented hand woven bag 
made from natural color cotton grown only 
the Teche country Louisiana. 


were interested learning that our faithful 
friend, Mrs. Florence Green, had seconded the 
nomination Mrs. Mills for her first national of- 
fice the DAV Auxiliary and has had some part 
each ensuing nomination. When casually 
mentioned our high regard for Mrs. Green there 
was round applause from the visitors. Evi- 
dently our feelings about Mrs. Green’s splendid 
work shared the membership. 


Personally feel that both the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary and the Disabled American Veter- 
ans Auxiliary have used excellent judgement 
selecting such charming ladies Mrs. Sheehe 
and Mrs. Mills their national leaders 


CARNIVAL CARVILLE 


For the first time since before the war, the pa- 
tients are planning big Mardi Gras Carnival this 
Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 21. with all the trappings 
and regal splendor king, queen, court, floats, 
costumes and parade. 

New Orleans, eighty miles south this hospital, 
world famous for its Mardi Gras celebrations at- 
tracting people from everywhere. Some the 
pomp and frivolity the occasion has been 
brought Carville patients from the Car- 
nival City. 

The gala celebration sponsored the Patients 
Federation and Dorothy Cannon, who serves 
the entertainment committee, has been busy for 
weeks with numerous details the festivities. 
Members local clubs have conscripted almost 
everything wheels use foundations for 
floats and the work goes forward amid much se- 
crecy and behind locked doors. Darryl and Mary 
Broussard have been selected reign king and 
queen and their float the parade will fol- 
lowed the others each with Carnival Maid. 
Decorated bicycles, which have always figured 
our carnival parades, are expected numbers. Lee 
Bryan will serve mayor and welcome our local 
royalty. Prizes will awarded for floats, bikes and 
costumes selected best, cleverest and most 
comical. 


past years much ingenuity was used cos- 
tuming and are eager see what this year’s 
Mardi Gras brings forth. Music for the ball will 
furnished Jimmy Fischer’s New Yorkers, 
very popular Baton Rouge dance band. 


MUSICALS APPRECIATED 


The nearby communities Lutcher, about 
miles from this hospital, and Plaquemine, parish 
seat Iberville, across the river north here, 
showed their interest and friendship for Car- 
ville patients presenting our theatre recent- 
home talent entertainments. 

The St. Michael Players, directed Father 
Blakeley, appeared here Friday, Feb. 
“Waltz Time,” modern musical comedy two acts. 

satirical version “Carmen” was the offering 
group young people from Plaquemine. This 
presentation was sponsored Plaquemine 
AMVETS. Both productions were enthusiastically 
applauded large audiences composed pa- 
tients and personnel. 


When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR 
difficulty cashing them. 
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LEGION 


Rev. Father Carney, A., National 
Chaplain the American Legion, was snapped 
while signing THE guest book. Matt 
Monaghan, Dept. Adjutant, and Malstrom, 
Dept. Service Officer, who brought Father Carney 
here January 23, and Dr. Paul Erickson our 
resident medical staff look on. Only brief talk 
with Father Carney and you are aware his dy- 
namic personality. 

Father Carney had come South dedicate the 
new $30,000 Legion home Thibodaux, La. 
native Massachusetts and Assistant Pastor 
St. Mary’s Parish Lawrence, Mass. During 
the war served Navy chaplain the Pa- 
cific theatre and later became fleet chaplain for 
all mine craft the Pacific fleet. 

the afternoon Father Carney met informally 
with the Legionnaires the Club Lounge and the 
fellows thoroughly enjoyed talking with him. From 
here Father Carney was going New York for 
All-American Conference 100 more large 
national organizations unite the foes Com- 
munism. This meeting was called the American 
Legion’s National Commander George Craig 
for Jan. 28. 


CALLERS 


When Mr. and Mrs. Will Irwin Cleveland, 
Ohio, visited the Guy Lands Clarksdale, Miss., 
the weekend January 21, the Lands brought 
them Carville Sunday afternoon visit. Mr. 
Irwin was member the national committee 
the Forty and Eight when Guy Land was Chef 
Chemin Fer. was during Guy’s term of- 
fice that the National Forty and Eight voted 
purchase the new printing equipment for our 
shop. Mr. Irwin the printing business 
himself was anxious have look see THE 
printing plant. The ladies were interested 
the flowers bloom and snapped the group 
admiring red azalea plant the height its 
glory. 


The following Sunday, January 29, pops an- 
other surprise visitor, Claude Brown, Little Rock, 
Ark., National Field Secretary the American 
Legion and with him was Aubrey Chambers, 
Jackson, Miss., the new National Field Secretary 
for Louisiana and Mississippi. Brown and Cham- 
bers were route Washington, C., Le- 
gion business and told they would call Sen- 
ator Pepper and see what they could find out about 
the status the National Leprosy Act. 


AUXILIARY NOTES 


Mrs. Hilda McStravick, Department President 
Massachusetts, sponsoring Marine Hospital 
Unit 188’s Valentine game party for the entire pa- 
tient body. Many beautiful gifts have been sent 
from that Department used attendance 
prizes and for the various games played. Mrs. 
McStravick’s mother, years young, made the 
suggestion that the gifts sent for this party. The 
Massachusetts department also sent many gifts 


Christmas. The local unit very proud its 
department citation for membership. 

the close the Area rehabilitation meet- 
ing Dallas, Texas, early March, Mrs. Norman 
Sheehe, National President the Auxiliary; Mrs. 
E.A. Campbell, National Rehabilitation Chair- 
man; Mrs. Ethel Primrose, Department President 
and other Auxiliary leaders will visit Carville. 
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TRAGIC SITUATION H.D. PATIENTS GREECE 
REVEALED AMERICAN NURSE 


The Greeks have word for it, and have 
few choice words for the Greeks because have 
been told the inhumane way which they 
treat disease patients. Through corres- 
pondence over period years with such patients 
Greece, THE STAR has learned the appal- 
ling conditions under which they must exist. 
reported that public leprophobia fostered 
many medical men who still consider leprosy 
“completely hopeless” and treat the patients ac- 
cordingly. 

great deal what have heard 
patients was confirmed Miss Doris Jacobs, 
nurse-officer the Public Health Service, 
when she visited Carville the weekend January 
twentieth. Miss Jacobs, Bostonian, now serving 
Greece educational consultant the Public 
Health Division the European Cooperative Ad- 
ministration (civilian division the Marshall 
Plan) has been Athens for the past two and 
half years. 


Her trip the was unexpected. She said, 
“One day January when visited the State 
Communicable Diseases Hospital near Athens, 
accidentally discovered that American, radio 
operator employee TWA, was confined there 
suspected polio case. TWA engaged fly 
with him New York, paying the expenses 
both us.” 

Miss Jacobs came Carville see for herself 
how modern institution for the treatment 
disease operates. The leprosarium 
Greece, Miss Jacobs explained, the grounds 
the State Communicable Diseases Hospital, but 
separated high wall and communication be- 
tween the two strictly limited. There also 
leprosarium Spinalonga, the island Crete, 
and two others the islands Samos and Chios. 
Miss Jacobs has notseen these island leprosaria but 
intends visit them her return Greece the 
latter part January for another year service. 

One bright spot the lives the patients 
the Athens hospital that some them are now 
receiving sulfone therapy, furnished the 
But there are attending nurses, men and wo- 
men are herded together, and must care for each 
other, even cooking their own food small stoves 
their barely furnished rooms. Miss Jacobs praised 
one Greek dentist who for twenty-two years has 
given his services the patients. But the 
exception. 


uation Greece the treatment children born 
parents who have the disease. Miss Jacobs said, 
“Babies born the compound are taken away 
from the mother once and placed confine- 
ment where they are kept for life. Although per- 
fectly healthy normal children, they are never per- 
mitted leave the enclosure.” present, there 
are fifty such children. One, she said, 19-year- 
old boy who has never been allowed outside the 
confines the building, although does not 
have disease. 

Contrast this situation with the progressive and 
sanely humanitarian way which Brazil cares for 
the healthy children Hansen’s disease patients. 
There, under the sponsorship Mrs. Eunice 
Weaver and her associates, the children are edu- 
cated take their place society and many 
them are adopted into homes. THE STAR bring- 
ing the situation Greece the attention Mrs. 
Weaver, whose work has been internationally re- 
cognized, the hope that she can help change 
the present deplorable state affairs Greece. 

Miss Jacobs said that the general health condi- 
tions Greece are not good, that the death rate 
“far too high, but has been lowered since the 
Marshall plan became effective.” Credited with 
cutting the death rate are the eight new health 
centers operating Athens ECA funds. Miss 
Jacobs has high hopes seeing great improvement 
the health the general population, and 
believe that her Hansen’s disease patients 
have friend. 
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The Prize Fighter and 
The Ladies 


Mrs. Dayries, Jack Dempsey and Miss Causey 


Voted unanimously newspaper poll “Amer- 
ica’s greatest fighter,” Jack Dempsey, whose tiger 
crouch and savage fists ruled the ring champion 
heavyweight the world, now presides with suave 
courtesy his own New York City restaurant, 
Broadway and Forty-ninth Street. 

The above picture was taken this “Meeting 
Place the World” after Carville’s good friend, 
Mrs. Hattie Dayries Baton Rouge, President, 
and Miss Christine Causey, New Orleans, Execu- 
tive Secretary, Louisiana State Nurses Association, 
had dined the “Manassa Mauler’s” popular res- 
taurant. 

Mrs. Dayries and Miss Causey went New York 
January attend the meeting the Advisory 
Board the American Nurses Association. The 
meeting was held formulate plans for their next 
National Convention held San Francisco 
May and which both Mrs. Dayries and Miss 
Causey will go. 

Mrs. Dayries took to.the New York meeting 
large package copies THE STAR. She said 
much interest was shown Hansen’s disease. This 
subject, she said, was new many the nurses 
whose interest was sincere that she “soon ran 
out STAR’s.” 

While New York Mrs. Dayries saw several 
discharged Carville patients, all whom she said 
“look exceptionally well.” She visited Jerry Vogel’s 
offices Tin Pan Alley where she and Jerry talked 
over Carville—a mutual interest. 


When sending checks money orders for 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR toavoid 
difficulty cashing them. 
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Liberia 


Protestant Chaplain Clifton Rash and Dr. Jones. feel 
that Chaplain and Mrs. Rash accepted challenge having 
their house Dr. Jones said. 


Dr. Anna Cassandra Jones, now residenting 
St. Agnes Hospital, Raleigh, N.C., the first negro 
physician spend some time Carville working 
and studying with our resident medical staff. 

January Dr. Jones took two weeks well 
observe modern methods treating Hansen’s 
disease. She chose spend her vacation here and 
this time, order not delay her departure 
for Liberia July, where she going med- 
ical missionary under the auspices the Episcopal 
Mission. 

Liberia Dr. Jones will charge St. 
Timothy’s Hospital Cape Mount for six months. 
Later she will travel two hundred miles up- 
country Cuddington, where she will set 
general clinic, and also care for Hansen’s disease 
patients nearby village. “My assignment 
missionary the fulfillment desire have 
cherished since was eight years old,” she says. 

Carville was new world Dr. Jones. Before 
coming here she had seen only three cases Han- 
sen’s disease. one from the West Indies and two 
from the Philippines. These were the Harlem 
Hospital, where she graduated nursing 1936 
and later interned, after receiving her medical 
degree 1948 from Meharry Medical College, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Dr. Jones spoke the great need for program 
information Hansen’s disease designed 
educate doctors and nurses. She said, “In own 
experience have found many doctors and nurses 


= 


whom this disease unknown quantity. 
Actually have met some the profession who 
work after Carville visit, they would not 
risking danger infection. Others discouraged 
me, saying would not well received Lou- 
isiana hospital because racial prejudice. This 
certainly has not been the case. Everyone, doctors, 
nurses and patients, has been wonderful me. 
college where often give talks and also 
member Gamma Omega chapter, Nashville, 
Tenn.” 


NURSING STAFF CHANGES 


One the most competent 
nurses ever serve this hospital, Sister Boni- 
face, due illness and much her and our re- 
gret, was forced give her duties here after 
years devoted service. Sister Boniface, who was 
Hotel Dieu, New Orleans, for some time, now 
convalescing the Marillac Seminary, central 
house the Sisters Charity, Normandy, Mo. 

Sister Boniface’s duties Carville were cen- 
tered the eye clinic, where her unequalled ef- 
ficiency and human touch endeared her the pa- 
tients. She also gave valuable service the oper- 
ating room. She was charge the X-ray room 
which she gave much time and did excellent 
work. Sister Clare, who came from the 
St. Paul’s Hospital, Dallas, Texas, has fallen the as- 
signment assuming Sister Boniface’s duties. 

Sister Georgiana, another well-liked Carville 
nurse, after needed rest, has taken her duties 
St. Paul’s Hospital, Dallas, Texas. Sister Emile 
who was for some time the Paul hos- 
pital, St. Louis, Mo.,is addition our 


Patients take the cake—Devils Food Cake— 
served the cafeteria recently special treat 
from the Dutton League Chicago. 


The Surgeon General the Public Health 
Service, Dr. Leonard Sheele will visit this hos- 
pital February 22. expected that willad- 
dress the patient body that time. This will 
his first visit here. 
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GHOST VISITS CARVILLE 


There really are ghosts! had visit with 
very substantial one THE STAR office. The 
ghost was literary one, Miss Evelyn Wells, who 
spent two days here January. 

Miss Wells well known ghost writer 
author several historical novels 
graphies. San Franciscan birth, her head- 
quarters are now New York City. Her trek 
Dixie was for the purpose getting more atmos- 
phere for book written Betty Martin, for- 
mer Carville patient. Betty collected the major 
part the material for her book and submitted 
Mrs. Tess Krager. Mrs. Krager, proprietress 
New Orleans’ famous Basement Book Shop, also 
literary “agent.” After reading Betty’s manu- 
script she thought needed some touches the 
hand expert and suggested Miss Wells. 

Miss Wells made outline the manuscript 
and showed reader Doubleday Publish- 
ing Co. who “liked the idea very much.” 

interview the New Orleans Item, Miss 
Wells said, “Even now that science has proved 
that leprosy worse and more contagious 
disease than tuberculosis” (medical men say 
less contagious) “there still exists terrible, almost 
primitive fear think our educational 
program rapidly least gradually overcom- 
ing this silly fear.) 

“About one-hundred ghost writers are making 
big salaries this country,” Miss Wells declared. 
“We are hired for anything from simple correc- 
tions practically complete job writing.” 


For several years Miss Wells worked with Gen. 
Carlos Romulo, author Saw the Philippines 
Fall.” now president the United Nations. 
dedicated his last book her. 


Another job admitted ghost writing which 
Miss Wells confessed was “White House Diary” 
done collaboration with Mrs. Nesbitt, who was 
housekeeper the White House during the Roose- 
velt administration. 


With Betty Martin’s story her Carville ex- 
periences and two fiction novels both which 
weave story Carville patient into the plot; 
and best all, Columbia’s film production 
Perry Burgess’s modernized version “Who Walk 
Alone” all due this fall, soon will distinc- 
tion instead extinction have disease. 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious that “The good father never took any precautions 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquircd intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
* * 


the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 


painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- the two germe 


cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 


ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the States are subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” down, 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union go.) 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such years after contracting Hansen’s Half the patients now 


record? Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 
the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cascs which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 
sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 
Naaman). 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII: and other authoritative sources. 
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HELP YOUR FRIEND BECOME OUR FRIENDS 


THE STAR needs more subscribers. The heavy cost publishing THE STAR 
making difficult carry the present subscription price $1.00 year. 
could print 10,000 copies our magazine with little more expense than 
costs print the 6,500 copies now run. 


OUR GOAL 1950—10,000 SUBSCRIBERS. 

THE STAR not government subsidized publication. The Public Health 
Service provides seven part-time patient workers for THE STAR. occupy space 
government building and operate our presses government power. But all 
other expenses incident publication must met from subscriptions. THE 
STAR’s primary purpose educational—the wider its circulation the more people 
reach. please try interest your friends, your libraries, your churches and 
other societies enlarging our subscription list. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
and finance social service for needy patients. 


Kindly make checks money orders payable 
THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, 
National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Name 


State 


City. 


Subscription $1.00 per year 


